Kinds  of Crowds

that individualism was never more pronounced than in
the earliest stages of human development.

When, however, we come to neolithic man we are evi-
dently in the presence of crowds. Neolithic man lived
in communities, had invented agriculture, and had sub-
jugated a certain number of domestic animals. The
palaeolithic family was replaced by the neolithic tribe.
If Adam and Eve before the Fall were palaeolithic indi-
viduals, the Tree of Knowledge which caused them to
till the ground turned them into social units. Thence-
forward the internal struggle went on, between man the
individual and man the crowd-unit, which has lasted
down to the present day and will continue until civilisa-
tion atrophies. It is in this rivalry between individual
instincts and social claims that sin finds its origin, so that
a profound truth underlies the legend of the birth of sin
accompanying the introduction of agriculture in conse-
quence of eating the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge.

An important element in the forces that promote crowd-
formation is the attractiveness of a crowd for the indi-
vidual. The ordinary man is as inevitably drawn toward
a crowd as a needle toward a magnet. When Pickwick
was being carried to the magistrate's house, accompanied
by a shouting crowd, Sam Weller "stepped aside to see
"the crowd pass, and finding that they were cheering
"away, very much to their own satisfaction, forthwith
"began to cheer too, with all his might and main," being
of course entirely ignorant of his master's predicament
or the cause of the cheering. The moment a number of
people are seen to be assembling in a street for any or no
visible reason, others will run to join them, and the larger

19